
September 29, 2020 

Dear Lin, 

I am so excited that you have a place for fans to communicate with you! What can I 
say? You are a true inspiration, not only musically, but as a person. I have so enjoyed 
seeing you take the world by storm, from In the Heights, Hamilton, and everything in 
between. I have also loved seeing you and your family do so much for people in this 
world, whether it is providing tangible relief or an escape from the perils of everyday 
life - especially this year. 

In the Heights was the first show I was fortunate enough to see on Broadway in New 
York City. My first live theater production ever, in fact. I was a senior in high school in 
Durham, N.C. in 2010, when I won a class essay contest regarding the United Nations. 
The prize was an all expenses paid trip to New York City. It was actually my first time in 
the Big Apple as well! Part of my time there was spent seeing a Broadway show. I did 
not get to choose the show or anything and, it just so happens, the show was In the 
Heights. Our group had really great seats in the first couple rows. Long story short, my 
experience that evening was something I will never forget! Plus, I had the pleasure of 
seeing Mr. Christopher Jackson himself perform as Benny. Wow! 

I have been a clarinetist since middle school - going on about 20 years now - and I 
have continued playing in a local orchestra. In other words, I have always loved music. 
But seeing In the Heights kicked that into high gear. I guess you can say I am a theater 
nerd now haha! I have seen many other theater productions since that magical 
evening, both touring and local. Even playing in the pit orchestra for my high school’s 
production of The Wiz when I was still a student there. 

That includes Hamilton. I was extremely blessed to see two shows of the inaugural 
Phillip Tour when it came to Durham in 2018. I even have a poster signed from the cast 
on display in my room right now! The first time I saw the show, I could not help but 
tear up a bit. After all the hype, listening to the soundtrack, and uncertainty of being 
able to get tickets - I was there “in the room where it happens” - pun completely 
intended! And, of course, it did not disappoint. Seeing Hamilton and listening to the 
soundtrack also introduced me to the likes of Leslie Odom, Jr., Anthony Ramos, Reneé 
Elise Goldsberry. The list goes on! And as far as the Phillip Tour cast, Elijah Malcomb, 
Ta’rea Campbell, Kyle Scatliff, and Nik Walker. 
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Thank you so much for this opportunity and for all you have done for our world. I am 
no superhero like a pit orchestra member is but, if you ever need a clarinetist, I am 
your guy! Enclosed, you will find a photo I took outside of the Richard Rodgers 
Theatre in 2010, when I saw In The Heights. If you have the time, I would love for you to 
sign it! I typically do not ask that as I know you have so many requests, but I thought I 
would try! Thank you again! 

“Your obedient servant,” 

Chris White 
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